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WESTLETON PARISH COUNCIL 

 
The unapproved minutes of a meeting of Westleton Parish Council held on 

Monday 30 March 2026 at 19:30 in Westleton Village Hall 
 

Richard Green  
Clerk to Westleton Parish Council 

 

MINUTES 
 

26/36  Attendance and apologies for absence 
 
In attendance Apologies for absence accepted from 
Cllr Alexander Cllr Holmes 
Cllr Banks Cllr Johnson 
Cllr Fisher  
Cllr French Also present 
Cllr Overton District Councillor Paul Ashton 
Cllr Shearme No members of the public 
Cllr Turner (Chair)  
Cllr Watson  
Cllr Webber  

 

26/37  Declaration of interests 
 

Cllr Watson declared a pecuniary interest in items 26/42(i) in respect of LionLink, 26/42(c) in respect of the 
allotments, and 26/43(b) in respect of the call for sites. Cllr Banks declared a pecuniary interest in item 26/43(a) 
in respect of a planning application relating to his property. 
 

26/38  Reports from County Councillor and District Councillor 
 

County Councillor Richard Smith was absent in accordance with moratorium rules, and submitted no report. 
District Councillor Paul Ashton reported on the central government decision to establish three unitary 
authorities for Suffolk under the proposed Local Government Reform. He had no further news regarding any 
planning application in respect of High Lodge at Hinton. With regard to the recent publication of the sites 
proposed under East Suffolk District Council’s recent call for sites, Cllr Ashton advised to not be too concerned 
at this stage and to await the formal consultation process later in the year. 
 

Finally, Cllr Ashton announced that he is pursuing a pilot scheme for an on-demand bus service to complement 
existing similar services. It is proposed that the scheme will cover Westleton, Darsham, Dunwich, Blythburgh, 
Southwold, Reydon, Wangford and Wrentham. 
 

26/39  Public forum 
 

No members of the public were present. 
 

26/40  Minutes of previous meeting 
 

The minutes of the meeting held on 23 February 2026 were approved as an accurate record of the meeting 
and were duly signed by the Chair. 
 

26/41  Matters arising from the minutes 
 

The Clerk reported on a successful litter-pick on 28 March and thanked all those who helped (see also item 
26/42(k)). 
 

26/42   Councillors’ portfolio reports and other parish matters 
 

(a) Common – Cllr Shearme circulated a report in advance of the meeting (see Appendix 
1). Cllr Alexander queried the emptying of dog bins, which the Clerk will follow up. 
 

(b) Community Field – Cllr Holmes circulated a report in advance of the meeting (see 
Appendix 1). The Clerk gave an update on donation arrangements following a meeting 
with Ipserv. It was discussed and agreed that this would not be a viable solution, and it 
was agreed by all to improve signage and add an additional donation box, which the Clerk 
will pursue. The Clerk will also liaise with the parish webmaster about the possibility of 
having a donation page on the website. 
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Cllr Alexander proposed a work party, and Cllr Turner requested that a date be arranged 
for this. The Clerk will arrange for toilet provisions for the summer season. 
 

(c) Allotments – Cllr Watson circulated a report in advance of the meeting (see Appendix 1). 
He added that there has been a query regarding toilet provisions. He requested 
councillors’ approval to sow ground cover on vacant plots, which he estimated to cost 
around £20. This was agreed by all. The Clerk reported that he is awaiting clarification 
regarding public liability insurance. Until clarification is received, it is not possible to 
proceed with signing either the lease agreement with the land owner or the tenancy 
agreement with the plot holders. The Clerk will continue to pursue this. 

 

(d) Affordable housing project – Cllr Fisher circulated a report in advance of the meeting 
(see Appendix 1). There was a brief discussion, and Cllr Fisher will continue to pursue the 
matter. 
 

(e) Trees and footpaths – Cllr Webber stated that there was nothing to report this month 
other than the planning application at item 26/43(a). The Clerk noted that he had written 
to the owner of Ebenezer Cottage, where hedging has been reported as protruding into 
the highway. 

 

(f) Village survey – Cllr Banks and the Clerk circulated a report in advance of the meeting 
(see Appendix 1). They stated that the village survey is progressing well, with another 
meeting to take place on 2 April to review the questions and their wording ahead of the 
formal launch in May. 

 

(g) Community wellbeing – Cllr Overton circulated a report in advance of the meeting (see 
Appendix 1) and added that she is awaiting the outcome of the survey to better understand 
Westleton’s wellbeing needs. She suggested a walking football group. 
 

(h) Village Hall – Cllr Banks requested that the consideration of a financial contribution to the 
Westleton Archive Group be deferred to the next meeting. He reported that a decision on 
the Village Hall’s application for funding from the Sizewell Community Fund is expected 
shortly. 
 

(i) NSIPs – Cllr Turner circulated a report in advance of the meeting (see Appendix 1). He 
further reported that Suffolk County Council is considering a request by Westleton and 
surrounding parishes to reduce speed limits on the B1125 north and south of the village. 
Cllr Turner has submitted a response on behalf of Westleton in respect of the consultation 
on LionLink and has made a second oral presentation to the Planning Inspectorate 
examination of Sea Link - Cllr Turner included in each the request that neither Sea Link 
nor LionLink traffic be allowed to use the B1125 and that both projects pay into a Suffolk 
County Council fund to contribute to road repairs needed as a result of increased traffic 
volumes. Cllr Ashton has requested that priority be given at the Northern Park and Ride to 
users coming from the north. Cllr Turner added that “Stop the rat ran” banners have now 
arrived and proposed that one be placed at the Reckford Road lay-by, and the other at the 
north of the village on the black shed on the Village Green – Cllr Turner will request 
permission from the owner. Both Cllr Turner and Cllr Banks cited issues with “BMD” tipper 
trucks travelling through the village and asked that members be vigilant and report any 
continued issues.  
 

(j) War Memorial – Maintenance arrangements for the War Memorial were discussed and it 
was agreed to source a new contractor to take care of the grounds maintenance. 
Councillors and the Clerk agreed to jointly explore options for a new contractor. 
 

(k) Village maintenance – It was noted at the litter-pick on 28 March that the culvert at the 
Reckford Road lay-by is near capacity and that highways signage has been discarded 
near the church. The Clerk has also received correspondence from a resident regarding 
a bench at the duck pond that has become unstable. The Clerk will pursue the highways-
related matters, and Cllr Fisher will pursue the bench repairs. 
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26/43   Planning 
 

a) Responses to the following applications were noted as follows: 
 

Details 

Consulted by: East Suffolk Council 
Planning ref.: DC/26/0604/FUL 
Details: Retrospective Application - Replacement oil tank, hardstanding and wicker fence 
Site: Vine Cottage, The Hill, Westleton, IP17 3AN 
Link: https://publicaccess.eastsuffolk.gov.uk/online-
applications/applicationDetails.do?activeTab=summary&keyVal=TAJMH9QXGY900 
Response deadline: 19 March 2026 
Response: No objection 

Consulted by: East Suffolk Council 
Planning ref.: DC/26/1049/TCA 
Details: 3no. Oak (T1, T2 and T3 on plan) - Overall crown reduction by 25% 
Site: High Oaks, Bakers Lane, Westleton, IP17 3AZ 
Link: https://publicaccess.eastsuffolk.gov.uk/online-
applications/applicationDetails.do?activeTab=summary&keyVal=TC1PWHQX07400 
Response deadline: 16 April 2026 
Response: No objection 

 

b) Call for Sites longlist – The Clerk provided an update on the published longlist following 
East Suffolk District Council’s recent call for sites. There was a lengthy discussion on this 
item, with the Clerk advising that, despite Cllr Ashton’s advice not to be concerned, that it 
would be worthwhile discussing at an early stage which sites councillors may prefer to see 
developed so that robust responses can be made during the formal consultation in order 
to steer the final outcome in the best possible direction for Westleton. The Clerk also 
advised councillors to look at proposed sites beyond Westleton that could have an impact 
on the parish. 
 

c) Four Winds, Bakers Lane – The Clerk provided an update on the request for a deed of 
easement in respect of the property, as well as the request from UKPN for the Parish 
Council’s consent to dig a small section of council-owned land for the provision of a 
replacement electricity supply. 
 

26/44   Council finances and administration 
 

(a) Financial position – The Parish Council’s financial position (see Appendix 2) correct as 
at 28 March 2026 was noted. 
 

(b) Payments – The circulated schedule of payments for authorisation (see Appendix 3) was 
approved by all. 

 

(c) Internal audit – It was agreed by all to appoint SALC for the internal audit. 
 

(d) Clerk training – It was agreed by all for the Clerk to attend an audit training course. 
 

26/45   Correspondence to the Parish Council 
 

Any key correspondence to the Parish Council was discussed at the relevant agenda items and has been 
minuted accordingly. 
 

26/46   Questions to the Chair / Items for the next agenda 
 

No further questions were raised, nor were there any proposals for items for the next agenda. 
 

26/47   Date of next meeting  
 

The Parish Council next meets on Monday 27 April 2026. 
 

**Meeting closed 21:30** 
  

https://publicaccess.eastsuffolk.gov.uk/online-applications/applicationDetails.do?activeTab=summary&keyVal=TAJMH9QXGY900
https://publicaccess.eastsuffolk.gov.uk/online-applications/applicationDetails.do?activeTab=summary&keyVal=TAJMH9QXGY900
https://publicaccess.eastsuffolk.gov.uk/online-applications/applicationDetails.do?activeTab=summary&keyVal=TC1PWHQX07400
https://publicaccess.eastsuffolk.gov.uk/online-applications/applicationDetails.do?activeTab=summary&keyVal=TC1PWHQX07400
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Appendix 1 – Clerk and Councillor reports 
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Appendix 2 – Financial position 
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Appendix 3 – Schedule of payments for authorisation 
 

 


